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Professor Corfield, 19, Saville-row, W., from whom all in-
formation with regard to tickets, &;c., can be obtained.
Our Special Correspondent, now on his road to Madrid,

informs us that he went on Tuesday to the Orleans railway
terminus in Paris to make inquiries. He there discovered I
that nothing whatsoever was known about the reduction of
50 per cent. on the fares of delegates to the Madrid Congress.
At the booking office no instructions had been received,
and on showing his Congress ticket the booking clerk ’,
said it was the first of the sort he had seen. On being
xeferred to the station master’s office our correspon-
dent was informed that several French medical men had
already called to make inquiries, but that the French rail-
way company had issued no orders whatever in regard to
the Madrid Congress and that so far no one was authorised
to grant the reduction in question. Now this reduction,
according to the Spanish circulars, should have come into
operation on March 20th and yet on March 29th no one
knew anything about it. If the French Committee orga-
nising the French delegation to the Congress take active
measures, or if similar efforts are made from Madrid, the
reduction in question may be granted in time for most of
the members of the Congress, but as yet it would not be
safe to count upon it. As matters now stand, and unless
subsequently more favourable information is received, the
best plan will be to book only as far as the Spanish frontier
town of Irun. There in all probability the reduction will
be granted for the Spanish portion of the journey.

A SICK AND OBSTETRIC NURSES BILL.

DR. ALEXANDER MCCOOK WEIR of East Sheen has sent
us a draft of a proposed Bill for the institution of sick and
obstetric nurses, which he believes to be free from the faults
of measures for the registration of midwives while it provides
certain safeguards for the parturient poor. We are unable
to print this draft in fall-it is not a short document-but
we present our readers with an outline of Dr. McCook
Weir’s proposals, which are evidently the result of care,

forethought, and a knowledge of the situation to be dealt
with, though they do not in our opinion wholly meet the
case.

Dr. McCook Weir’s Bill begins by making it illegal " for
-any person (male or female) to assume the title of midwife,
or to practise as such, or to act as a sick or obstetric nurse,
’for gain or otherwise, without the supervision and control of
a fully qualified medical practitioner." He then makes it in-
cumbent upon the public authority (board of guardians, parish
’council, voluntary nursing association, &c.) adopting the
Act to employ a sufficient number of sick and obstetric
nurses to meet the requirements of the poor and working class
’population of their respective districts," and no one shall be
’thus employed who cannot " produce a certificate of com-
petence from a duly recognised teaching authority that she is
proficient in the art of’sick and obstetric nursing." The
authorities adopting the Act are to "be held responsible
"for its due administration to the Lords of the Council
or to the Local Government Board " and are, among
’other things, to "keep a register of such nurses"; to

"provide for the payment of these nurses either by means of
the public rates or by voluntary subscriptions and donations
and by the contributions of the beneficiaries under the Act ;
to "keep a complete list (to be revised from time to time)
of the medical men practising midwifery in their respective
districts"; and "to take steps by advertisement or otherwise
to make known the benefits of the association to the poor of
the district and if necessary to employ and pay a secretary,
&c." The seventh clause is designed to limit the duties of
the sick and obstetric nurses by making it an offence under
’the Act for any woman to prescribe, to use instru-
ments "beyond those necessary to her calling as a

sick and obstetric nurse," or to sign death certificates.
By the eighth clause relieving officers are to make
themselves acquainted with the pecuniary circumstances of
"poor women in their respective districts who shall require
the assistance of the medical officer and the obstetric nurse,"
and on the report of the relieving officers confinement orders
will be granted by the boards of guardians upon both
medical man and nurse. The last clause provides that

I sick nurses shall in all cases act independently of and in
no case undertake the duties of obstetric nurses," though
they "shall be otherwise subject to the same supervision
and control."
As we have already said, Dr. McCook Weir has evidently

given time and attention to the Bill, but it is not at present
in shape for practical legislation. To give one example
only-suppose a voluntary nursing association were to adopt
this Bill, would such an association obtain the assistance of
the relieving officers? Would the relieving officers investigate
cases and make reports to the voluntary association as they
would to their board of guardians, and what would be the
result of such reports ? Who would grant a confinement
order " upon medical man or nurse 

THE TIRAH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

WE are glad to notice that the Viceroy of India has
seized an early opportunity of vindicating the military
authorities in India and the officers and soldiers who took

part in the most arduous campaign of modern times from the
somewhat indiscriminate attacks that have been made on
the direction and conduct of the frontier war. Notwith-
standing that mistakes have occurred and that the expedition
has cost a good deal in life and money, it has nevertheless
been conducted to a successful termination and exactly on the
lines that were originally laid down. The obstacles were great
and the Anglo-Indian army had to purchase its experience
in what was to many of them an altogether new kind of
warfare in a most difficult mountainous country. The

discipline, fortitude, and bravery of the troops-British and
native alike-were admirable. The recognition of the value
of the services performed, however, does not, of course,
exclude a severe inquiry into any alleged causes of
blundering or failure with the practical object of their
prevention in future. Be all this as it may, however, we
are proud to know that the medical services admittedly
did their work in the field thoroughly well. As regards
the medical administration generally, Sir William Lock-
hart in his despatches on the Tirah Expeditionary Force
(which have received the concurrence of the Governor-
General in Council and of the Commander-in-Chief in

India) states that the administration of the military
medical service has been successfully and satisfactorily
carried on during the same period by Surgeon-Major.General
A. A. Gore, Principal Medical Officer, Her Majesty’s Forces
in India, through whose efforts and the ready cooperation of
the officers and subordinates the Department has, at a time
of pressing emergency, been able to comply with the heavy
demands made upon it. The extent of these demands may
be best realised from the statement that it was considered
necessary to provide hospital accommodation for 12 per cent.
of the troops and followers. On this basis 6526 beds were
made available, including 36&frac12; field hospitals. The accuracy
of this forecast may be gauged from the fact that on

Dec. 20 bh, 1897, the number of sick in the. hospital, then at
its highest, was 11-16 per cent. of the force. The results
obtained in the treatment of the sick, and especially in
surgical cases of wounds, have been most satisfactory.

REFORM IN HOSPITAL PROCEDURE.

MEETING AT THE WEST LONDON HOSPITAL.

ON Wednesday afternoon, March 30th, a meeting of the
Board of Management and Visiting Medical Staff of the
West London Hospital, together with the medical prac-
titioners of the western district of London, was held in the
board-room of the hospital, under the presidency of Mr.
C. B. Keetley, the senior surgeon of the hospital. There
was a large attendance and one that was clearly much
interested in the subject of debate, which was the possi-
bility of reform in hospital procedure which at present bears
hardly upon the general practitioner.

Mr. KEETLEY, in opening the proceedings, explained that
early in last year a conference was called and in December
a hospital reform committee was appointed by the board
to inquire into the whole rratter and to make practical


